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the vicarage of Ashwell in Hertfordshire, it does not appear
that he was ever in duiable residence there. It may be
reasonably supposed that clerical duties, already little con-
genial to hib studious habits, weie not rendered easier to
him by the Act of Uniformity and the reactionary ecclesi-
astical spirit of the new Caroline era; and that he gladly
pleaded the claims of his College upon him as a reason for
supplying the service of his parish in the easiest way His
pioper calling he evidently felt to be the life of thought
rather than of action; and, of the few things reported of
him, almost every one is some literary pioject which has left
its vestige either in imprinted manuscripts or in vast un-
finished published works Thus, among his papers preserved
m the British Museum, there still exists a dissertation (of
about 1658) on the prophecy of the seventy weeks in the
Book of Daniel, in which he enteis the lists against Joseph
Scaliger, with such success that Henry More declares its
result to be ' of as much price and worth in theology, as
either the circulation of the blood in physic, or the motion
of the earth in natural philosophy11? And in 1664-5 ^e na(^
laid out the plan of a treatise on ' Good and Evil, or Natural
Ethics,' and fieely talked it over with his friends; but being
slow m execution, he was annoyed to find that, whilst he
still mused upon the scheme, his words had set m motion
the nimbler thought of Henry More and matured under his
hand a disquisition on the same subject A word of com-
plaint from Cudworth (which had been better withheld)
sufficed with the generous More to suppress his work and
leave the field open to his friend He reserved to himself
only the freedom of ulterior publication, should the original
design remain unfulfilled. To this we owe More's Enchiri-
dion Ethicum^ brought out (1667) in Latin, that it might not
clash with the projected English work. If the purpose so
jealously guarded was ever brought to accomplishment, it did
not reach the press, but sleeps to this hour m a manuscript
discourse on c Moral Good and Evil'

1 Grand Mystery of Godliness, Pref. p xvi.